
 

NEWSLETTER No 53   :  1  MAY  2011 

DETAILED PLANNING CONSENT  FOR DEPOT OBTAINED 

WORK NOW UNDERWAY 

HOURLY PASSENGER SERVICE FOR MAY WEEKEND  

FREIGHT STARTS AND STEAM RETURNS END OF MAY  

 APOLOGIES : for the longer than usual gap between issues of the Newsletter. Your Editor has 

been on holiday and returned to some even better weather at home. There has been a lot of  activity 

however during the  last month and there is the prospect of even more this month, including the 

return of steam and the commencement of freight services and lots more. Read on. 

 

 PREPARING FOR FREIGHT : Work continued throughout the month preparing the line and now 

the Depot for freight traffic as photographs throughout this Newsletter show. Now that full detailed 

planning consents have been obtained from Durham County Council work has started on the 

entrance roadway into the Depot to bring up to the standard laid out in the planning agreement. 

Meanwhile in  the depot itself the concrete  pad area for loading/turning is over 70% complete. Out 

on the Railway itself, the loop line which enables us to shunt trains in and out of the depot and pass 

trains on the main line is complete down to the east end points. This has been a major project 

involving significant earthworks as well as laying ballast and track – the finished work is a tribute to 

the high standards of the RMS construction team and an excellent example of how the component 

members of the BARS companies can work together.  First freight train is targeted for the end of 

May. It is understood, but not confirmed, that the trains will run to South Wales. 
 

    
Weardale railways associate company Devon & Cornwall         ‘NENTA’ railtour from Norwich in Stanhope station on the 

Railways Class 31 on a route learning trip at Toton prior to       9th April . The 11 coach train was hauled by Class 47’s 786 

          hauling an excursion from Leicester to Whitby on 24 March.        and  804 (Photo : D Scott 

          The loco is 31601 (Photo : A Gregory) 

 

 BUS SERVICE CUTS IMPACTING THE RAILWAY : The cuts to the Weardale Motor Services 

Sunday service between Stanhope and Bishop Auckland were implemented on April 17
th

. These and 

other cuts to local bus services were due to the withdrawal of subsidies previously given by Durham 

County Council. Thus the WR now offers the only public transport service on Sundays between the 

two points. These cuts plus the  introduction of the Weardale Railway Railcard for local residents is 

beginning to have a noticeable impact resulting in an increase in Sunday  passenger numbers. See 

also the item on the increased train service on the 7
th

 and 8
th

 May for the Dales Outdoor Event at 

Stanhope. 
 



 FOOD FESTIVAL SERVICE A SUCCESS : The increased train service to and from the Bishop 

Auckland Food Festival, mentioned in the last Newsletter, was a great success, with takings  five 

times the normal for a Saturday .Five return trips were run and a trolley service with free tea and 

coffee, operated by the Junior Club, was much appreciated by our customers. Free transport was 

provided from the Bishop Auckland station to the Castle . The WR  Trust also benefited by the sale 

of 35 copies of the „Rebirth‟ booklet on the day 
 

 BISHOP AUCKLAND WEST DEVELOPMENTS : To provide for handling of a passenger at the 

Bishop Auckland West while a freight train is passing, a siding is to be constructed and the platform 

re-sited a short distance away from the present site. This work will be carried out in May and will 

involve a new turnout to the west of the existing platform.    
 

  
Two photos from Jeff Smith, who headed up the RMS construction team, of the new passing loop at Wolsingham. On the left looking 

east towards Bishop Auckland at the end of the loop and on the right looking west along the length of the loop, that’s the gun barrel 

shed in the Depot on the right of the line in the distance. (Both Photos : J Smith ) 
 

 THE SUMMER TIMETABLE - WHERE IS IT ? Our present timetable runs up to the 23rd May. 

It was hoped to release our Summer timetable long before this, but, until we receive the times for the 

coal trains from Network Rail and the train haulage company involved, it is not possible  to confirm 

the times of our passenger services. As well as paths on our line, the coal trains will also have to slot 

into the Darlington – Bishop Auckland line passenger trains and then into slots on the main line to 

and from York. Our target is to finalise details by May 14
th

 , and the timetable will be posted on our 

website and publicised as widely as possible. 
 

  
        Two photos from David Scott, on the left a view from the cab of turn out at the east end of the loop and on the right a view of  

         the Sentinel shunter negotiating the west end of the loop at the Depot entrance. 
 

 RCTS VISIT : APRIL 16 : Although we were unable to provide the requested steam haulage for 

the visit of the RCTS (Railway Correspondence and Travel Society) the provision of a special train 

for the 70 or so delegates was appreciated. They were given  a tour of the Depot and special souvenir 

tickets were also issued. Each member was presented with two wine glasses with the crest of the 

(sadly missed) former Great North Eastern Railway. The Junior Club were extensively praised for 

the efficient way they greeted and served the tour members. 



 AN HOURLY SERVICE FOR DALES DAY OUT ON MAY 7
th

 & 8
th

. : Dave Million reports : 
The railway will reopen a special platform at the Stanhope Showground at Unthank over the 

weekend and provide an (almost ) hourly service of trains to and from Bishop Auckland using both 

DMU‟s .( See box for details of the event) Special promotional fares (e.g. £5.50 return Bishop 

Auckland – Stanhope/and £6 return to Unthank) will be offered between all stations.  Railcard 

holders will qualify for half price fares, with children at £1 each. As well as providing the special 

fare and special service for the Dales Outdoor Weekend we intend to run this as a Community Rail 

weekend promoting our line, the Sunday service, the railcard, the Trust, volunteering, Junior Club 

and our 2011 events. Trains will depart Bishop Auckland at 9.15 ; 10.15 ; 11.35 ; 12.45 ; 14.25 ; 

15.35 and 17.05. Full timetable available online at our website and at the end of this Newsletter.  

 

Dales Outdoor Weekend is green travel happening. 

May 7 & 8 : STANHOPE SHOWGROUND 
The Stanhope Showground gathering in May is about boots and bicycles, about daysacks and 

panniers and rucksacks. Visitors will see tents and lightweight camping gear being put through the 

paces alongside the bikes and equipment for backpacking, cycle touring and offroad adventures. The 

weekend is about sustainable tourism and lightweight travel.  
 

The Stanhope gathering is the place to meet & mingle with people who enjoy getting outdoors and 

making it a happy time. Tents or camping barns, b&b, guesthouse or hotel - it all counts! The DOW 

Team lives in the North East of England, from where the slogan passionate people - passionate places 

caught the imagination of communities far and wide. Come join us.  
 

Dales Outdoor Weekend takes a community approach, working to enhance understanding of how 

green travel is the sustainable, low-impact visitor deal where everyone benefits. That is for The Locals 

- The Visitors - The Countryside. DOW engages hike, bike and lightweight camping at all levels, the 

event is developed by a Team from the Membership ranks of The Backpackers Club, the Rough-Stuff 

Fellowship, CTC, and the Friendly Club 
 

  
April 9th : Volunteers and Junior Club Members waiting       The Nenta Railtours charter approaching Escomb (Photo : J Lewins) 

to Board the Nenta Charter at Shildon (Photo : D Scott)   
 

  NORTH EAST TRAIN BUILDING : After a gap of over 40 years large scale train building is to 

return to the area with the announcement that Hitachi are to build the new HST replacement at a  

new factory alongside the line at Newton Aycliffe – just 6 miles from the junction with the Weardale 

Railway at Bishop Auckland. A meeting of interested companies able to supply services to the 

project is being held on May 26th at Newton Aycliffe.  Hopefully we can explore synergies with 

them regarding testing, trial running, etc 
 

 EASTER WEEKEND : Fine weather and good crowds were in evidence. Despite the 

disappointment in not having No 40 in operation,  the promised cream teas were still on offer in the 

„Pullman‟ coach Nina. It and the other Mk 1 coaches were hauled up to Stanhope by the Sentinel 

shunter  and served as a stationary extension to the café, while the DMU covered the timetable. 



 APRIL 9
th

 : NORWICH TO STANHOPE CHARTER TRAIN : The  eleven coach train picked 

up at various points in East Anglia and passengers were able to spend two hours in Stanhope before 

the return journey. David Scott, WR Trust Chairman, reported : “ It was good to see the railtour 

come in to Weardale from Norwich at the weekend. It was a beautiful spring day and everyone on 

the train appeared to have a good visit. It was reported that Stanhope High Street “had never been as 

busy”. My thanks go to all the volunteers involved in the smooth running of the day, over 20 were 

counted carrying out duties. The Railtour guard asked for special thanks to be given to the juniors 

who carried out the carriage tanking and others that acted as train stewards. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM RAILTOUR MANAGER  RAY DAVIES : Nenta Charter to Stanhope - Saturday April 9th 2011 A 

big thank you to all your efforts for making our charter train visit to Stanhope yesterday - such a pleasant experience. Your 

Weardale staff and volunteers made us feel very welcome, and the distribution of your well informed information leaflets, was 

very much appreciated by all our passengers. Stanhope station was joy to visit, with the excellent weather adding the final touches 

to a great day out for our charter train guests. A special thank you to the lads who spent the afternoon tanking our train.  

 

 No. 40 : BACK IN SERVICE : MAY BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND : Trevor Hewitt reports : 

It is hoped to have the Trust‟s steam locomotive, No 40, in service again in time for the „Teddy 

Bears Picnic‟ weekend at the end of May. After an inspection on March 23
rd

 the boiler inspector 

recommended some further welding work on the tubeplates before we reassembled the tubes. A 

coded welder was employed to make the necessary repairs and we finally got the all clear on 

Monday 11
th

 April. Since then, Steve Race and his small band of willing volunteers including 

Graham Richardson. Richard Maughan, Jack Elwood and Reg Kemp have been labouring away at 

the re-tubing task , which is now complete. Next comes the process of expanding one end of each 

tube, rebuilding the brick arch and re-attaching the various bits and pieces in readiness for a 

hydraulic test of the boiler on the 10
th

 May. This work should, unless there is anything else lurking 

round the corner to take us by expensive surprise, see No.40 through to the end of her 10 year 

certificate in October 2012 with another annual inspection in June/July 2012 in the meantime. 
 

   
       No 40 : The work continues – new tubes awaiting installation.      Richard Maughan and Graham Richardson preparing the 

           There are 197 in total.                                                                     ends of the boiler tubes. (Both Photos : N Swindle)  

                                               

     
 No 40 ; Inside the boiler looking towards the firebox end.           Steve Race inside the boiler installing the tubes (N Swindle)                                                                                                                         



 NEW CONTROL ROOM AT STANHOPE : In order to provide a better work environment for 

the duty controller the control office will move from the ticket/general office in Stanhope Station to 

the former General Managers Office at the east end of the building. With multi train operation now 

the rule and more sections to deal with the telephone/ traffic load has grown to where a dedicated 

office is required. Wiring is now being installed and room should be operational this month. 
 

  
Members of the RCTS on their special train on April 16th . (photo : R Carroll)         Cream teas in Nina over the Easter weekend (Photo : R Carroll) 

 

 ANOTHER STEAM CHARTER TO WEARDALE : The Railway Touring Company Have 

announced that they will be running a tour from Newcastle via the former Blyth & Tyne railway to 

Weardale on the 15
th

 October this year. It is planned that it will be hauled by the LMS Jubilee class 

No. 5690 Leander. The journey will start at Newcastle at 9 am and will allow a two hour stopover in 

Stanhope . Prices range from £59 (standard) to £149 (first, dining).Family fares are available. 

Website is : http://www.railwaytouring.co.uk/index.php/the-weardale-railway---151011.html  
 

   
       Two views of the concrete pad being laid in the Wolsingham Depot in preparation for the coal loading (Photos : N Swindle) 
 

 ON TRAIN CATERING : Dave Million reports that the provision of an on train trolley service on 

the DMU over the recent Holiday weekends has been a great success .Operated by Junior and youth 

Team members it can serve hot and cold drinks and snacks .It is now planned to extend this regularly 

to weekend and holiday services and if feasible throughout the summer school holiday period. 
 

 IOWA PACIFIC TO OPERATE ADDITIONAL US RAILROAD : Details are nearly finalised 

for IP (Majority shareholder of the Weardale Railway ) to take over the operations of the Saratoga 

and North Creek Railway in the Adirodak Mountains of New York State. Plans call for year-round 

operations including a ski train for Gore Mountain, and eventually freight service for Adirondack 

region companies such as Barton Mines in North Creek Ellis said the company will bring in its own 

experienced personnel to get the line started, but replace them with qualified local people throughout 

the year. The company will employ 25 to 30 people in a variety of jobs from engineers and 

conductors to ticket-takers and on-board service providers such as concession sales. In addition to 

excursion trips, the company plans to run separate early-morning passenger trains out of North 

Creek, reaching Saratoga Springs in time to connect with Amtrak trains headed to and from New 

York City.  

http://www.railwaytouring.co.uk/index.php/the-weardale-railway---151011.html


 

  
On train careering demonstrated to publicize the   Bishop Auckland Food            Youth Team member Calam Nelson with the catering trolley on the 

Festival                 ( Photo : N Echo)                                                                              DMU ( Photo : D Million) 

 

 VANDALISM : As well as bringing out the blossom the finer weather has also heralded some further 

episodes of vandalism in the area. The main ( Northern Rail ) station has been the subject of vandalism 

where some of the hanging baskets erected by the Station Trust were damaged. On our own station 

cabling was stolen some weeks back. After a relatively peaceful time in the Dale itself, there has been a 

graffiti attack in the depot as well as some damage to fencing nearby where an unofficial crossing 

previously existed. Improved depot security fencing once the works are completed should hopefully help 

to minimise the problem.  

 

    
          The points loaded onto wagons ready for transport to                   The sentinel shunter brought the coaching stock to Stanhope 

           Bishop Auckland for the new siding.                                                for the service of cream teas over the Easter Weekend. 

          ( Both photos : N Swindle ) 
 

 INTERVIEW WITH BARS COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR, GARCIA HANSON : The latest 

(April 20) copy of „Rail‟ magazine carries a long interview with Garcia – nere are some of the main 

points from the 4 page article : - 

 PASSENGER SERVICES : Developing business case for an Okehampton – Exeter service , 

proposals to run onto NR metals from Weardale „have been proposed. 

 FREIGHT : Freight haulage using existing Class 31‟s and 56‟s –now under a track access contract 

only which limits BARS to short term paths – seeking full freight contract. Loco 56303 acquired. 

 HIRE FLEET  : Currently 35 Class 08 shunters out on hire to power stations, quarries and mines – 

big demand for 08‟s    

 TRACK CONSTRUCTION : Currently contacts with EDF and Tata steel – not seeking main 

business. 

 MAINTAENANCE : Will be carried out at Washwood Heath and now Wolsingham, own fleet and 

third party work 

 DRIVERS : Lining up drivers for full time employment . 
 

 

 



  
LEST WE FORGET : Syanhope station as it was in the year 2000 and on the right as it was on 16

th
 April 2011 on the 

day of the RCTS visit  (Left Photo : D Scott, right : R Carroll) 

 

 
Stanhope Station on Easter Sunday (Photo : R Carroll) 

 

Edited by G C Mudd : with thanks to all contributors . Comments, suggestions and contributions to : 

gcmudd@ntlworld.com 

 

May 1 , 2011   
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DALES DAY OUT TIMETABLE   
Saturday 7 May 

                              

Bishop Auckland - Stanhope - Unthank Park 
              

  

Connecting National Rail service from Darlington 

Darlington d 06:48 08:38 09:24 10:55 - 12:50 - 14:53 16:25 17:30 18:26 20:36 - 

Bishop Auckland a 07:19 09:04 09:50 11:21 - 13:16 - 15:20 16:52 17:58 18:53 21:02 - 

  
             

  

Bishop Auckland W d - 09:15 10:15 11:35 12:45 - 14:25 15:35 17:05 - - - - 

Wolsingham  d - 09:45 10:57 12:07 13:17 - 15:07 16:17 17:36s - - - - 

Frosterley ®  d - 09:54 11:06 12:16 13:26 - 15:16 16:26 17:45s - - - - 

Stanhope a - 10:07 11:19 12:29 13:39 - 15:29 16:39 17:58s - - - - 

Stanhope d - 10:07 11:19 12:29 13:39 - 15:29 16:39 - - - - - 

Unthank Park # a - 10:10 11:22 12:32 13:42 - 15:32 16:42 - - - - - 

                              

Sunday 8 May 
                                            

Bishop Auckland - Stanhope - Unthank Park 
              

  

Connecting National Rail service from Darlington 

Darlington d - - 09:51 11:54 - 14:06 16:22 18:20 - - - - - 

Bishop Auckland a - - 10:20 12:19 - 14:31 16:46 18:44 - - - - - 

              
  

Bishop Auckland W d 09:15 10:15 11:35 12:45 14:25 15:35 17:05 - - - - - - 

Wolsingham  d 09:45 10:57 12:07 13:17 15:07 16:17 17:36s - - - - - - 

Frosterley ®  d 09:54 11:06 12:16 13:26 15:16 16:26 17:45s - - - - - - 

Stanhope a 10:07 11:19 12:29 13:39 15:29 16:39 17:58s - - - - - - 

Stanhope d 10:07 11:19 12:29 13:39 15:29 16:39 - - - - - - - 

Unthank Park # a 10:10 11:22 12:32 13:42 15:32 16:42 - - - - - - - 
                              

 

Saturday 7 May 
                                          

Unthank Park - Stanhope - Bishop Auckland 
  

                
              

Unthank Park # d - - - - 10:15 11:25 12:35 13:45 15:35 16:45 - - - 

Stanhope a - - - - 10:17 11:27 12:37 13:47 15:37 16:47 - - - 

Stanhope d - - - - 10:20 11:30 12:40 14:30 15:40 16:50 - - - 

Frosterley ®  d - - - - 10:26 11:36 12:46 14:36 15:46 16:56 - - - 

Wolsingham  d - - - 09:30 10:40 11:50 13:00 14:50 16:00 17:10 - - - 

Bishop Auckland W a - - - 10:10 11:10 12:30 13:40 15:20 16:30 - - - - 

Connecting National Rail service to Darlington  

Bishop Auckland d 07:35 09:23 09:53 - 11:40 13:26 - 15:32 17:00 - 18:00 18:59 21:17 

Darlington a 08:00 09:49 10:18 - 12:06 13:51 - 15:58 17:26 - 18:25 19:26 21:42 

                              

Sunday  8 May 
                                            

Unthank Park - Stanhope - Bishop Auckland 
  

                
              

Unthank Park # d - 10:15 11:25 12:35 13:45 15:35 16:45 - - - - - - 

Stanhope a - 10:17 11:27 12:37 13:47 15:37 16:47 - - - - - - 

Stanhope d - 10:20 11:30 12:40 14:30 15:40 16:50 - - - - - - 

Frosterley ®  d - 10:26 11:36 12:46 14:36 15:46 16:56 - - - - - - 

Wolsingham  d 09:30 10:40 11:50 13:00 14:50 16:00 17:10 - - - - - - 

Bishop Auckland W a 10:10 11:10 12:30 13:40 15:20 16:30 - - - - - - - 

Connecting National Rail service to Darlington  

Bishop Auckland d 10:29 - 12:40 14:49 - 16:56 - 18:49 - - - - - 

Darlington a 10:54 - 13:08 15:14 - 17:22 - 19:16 - - - - - 
                              

 

 

 

 

 



 

Special Promotional Fares 
Special reduced rate Day Return fares apply on Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th May for journeys to & 
from Bishop Auckland. 
Bishop Auckland to/from Wolsingham only £5.30 adult return 
(children £2.65) 

             
  

Bishop Auckland to/from Frosterley only £5.40 adult return 
(children £2.70) 

             
  

Bishop Auckland to/from Stanhope only £5.50 adult return 
(children £2.75) 

             
  

Bishop Auckland to/from Unthank Showfield only £6.00 adult 
return (children £3.00) 

          
  

Weardale Railcard holders receive a 50% discount on adult fares with 
accompanying children travelling for just £1.00         

     
                          

Weardale Railway Community Rail Event 
Why not take advantage of the increased service and special Day Return fares to sample what 
the Weardale Railway has to offer? 

  
Come along and find out more!  During the event weekend we will have promotional 

stands at Stanhope station for:- 
Weardale Railway Trust 

Volunteering Opportunities 
Weardale Railway Junior Club 

Weardale Railcard 
Find out about our Sunday service, special events, and more… 

  
On train competitions 

Junior Club Garden Scale Model Railway 

Stanhope station Café and Gift shop open throughout 

        

 

 
 

                      

                               

     

                    
      

     

                           


